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57 ABSTRACT

A flat display device includes a flat display module that pro-
duces an image. The device also includes a reflective sheet at
arear side of the flat display module, a support member on the
reflective sheet, and an optical adhesive film adhered to the
front surface of the flat display module, to sides of the flat
display module, and to a portion of a back of the support
member that is opposite the reflective sheet. The image is
produced on the front surface of the flat display module and is
emitted through the optical adhesive film.

29 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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1
FLAT DISPLAY DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. 10-2011-0015569, filed on Feb. 22, 2011, in the
Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclosure of which is
incorporated herein in its entirety by reference.

BACKGROUND

Embodiments relate to a flat display device. Recently, flat
display devices, which may replace cathode ray tubes, have
been developed. These flat display devices may include liquid
crystal displays (LCDs), field emission displays (FEDs),
plasma display panels (PDPs), electro-luminescence (EL)
displays, and the like.

SUMMARY

Embodiments may be realized by providing a flat display
device including a flat display module for producing an
image, a reflective sheet disposed at a back of the flat display
module, a support member disposed at a back of the reflective
sheet; and an optical adhesive film adhered to a front surface
and sides of the flat display module and to a portion of a back
of the support member. The image produced on the front
surface of the flat display module is emitted through the
optical adhesive film.

The reflective sheet may reflect light generated from the
flat display module and transmit the light facing the optical
adhesive film.

The support member may include plastic.

The support member may prevent the optical adhesive film
from directly contacting the reflective sheet and prevent
removal of the reflective sheet, which may be generated when
the optical adhesive film is directly adhered to the reflective
sheet.

The optical adhesive film may include a transmission unit
disposed on the front surface of the flat display module for
transmitting the image, a wing unit extended from one end of
the transmission unit to cover the sides and the portion of the
back of the flat display module, and an adhesive member
disposed throughout the transmission unit and the front sur-
face of the wing unit. The adhesive member may adhere the
flat display module, the transmission unit, and the wing unit.

The transmission unit may transmit light emitted from the
flat display module.

The transmission unit may include Polyethylene terephtha-
late (PET), a triacetyl cellulose (TAC) film, polyethylene
(PE), acryl, or polyolefin.

The transmission unit may be formed to be the same size as
or greater than a display area for displaying the image on the
flat display module.

The wing unit may have a thickness greater than the flat
display module.

The wing unit may cover one side of the flat display module
and the portion of the back of the support member.

The wing unit may include: a base unit formed by extend-
ing from one side of the transmission unit; a light-blocking
member disposed on the base unit; and a reflective member
disposed on the light-blocking member.

The base unit may be integrally formed with the transmis-
sion unit as a single body.
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The base unit may include polyethylene terephthalate
(PET), a triacetyl cellulose (TAC) film, polyethylene (PE),
acryl, or polyolefin.

The light-blocking member may absorb external light inci-
dent through the base unit.

The light-blocking member may include paint or a pigment
that may absorb visible light.

The light-blocking member may be larger than or the same
size as the reflective member.

The light-blocking member may be disposed on the entire
wing unit and the portion of the transmission unit.

The reflective member may reflect light emitted from the
flat display device and prevent the light from lea.

The reflective member may include paint or a pigment that
may reflect the light.

The flat display module may include a backlight unit, a
polarizer, and a liquid crystal panel that are sequentially
stacked.

The reflective sheet and the support member may be sepa-
rately formed and are laminated.

The support member may have a thickness greater than that
of the reflective sheet.

The reflective sheet may be formed by coating a reflective
material on the support member.

The reflective sheet may be formed by adhering a reflective
film on the support member.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Features will become apparent to those of ordinary skill in
the art by describing in detail exemplary embodiments with
reference to the attached drawings in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a plan view schematically showing an
optical adhesive film;

FIG. 2 illustrates a cross-sectional view of the optical adhe-
sive film of FIG. 1, along a line I-I1 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 illustrates a cross-sectional view of the optical adhe-
sive film of FIG. 1, along a line II-II of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 illustrates an exploded perspective view schemati-
cally showing a flat display device including the optical adhe-
sive film, according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 5 illustrates a perspective view schematically illus-
trating the flat display device of FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 illustrates a cross-sectional view of the flat display
device of FIG. 5, along a line III-1I1 of FIG. 5;

FIG. 7 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a flat display
device, according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 8 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a flat display
device, according to an exemplary embodiment; and

FIG. 9 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a flat display
device, according to an exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Korean Patent Application No. 10-2011-0015569, filed on
Feb. 22,2011, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office, and
entitled: “Flat Display Device,” is incorporated by reference
herein in its entirety.

Example embodiments will now be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings;
however, they may be embodied in different forms and should
not be construed as limited to the embodiments set forth
herein. Rather, these embodiments are provided so that this
disclosure will be thorough and complete, and will fully
convey the scope of the invention to those skilled in the art.

In the figures, the dimensions of layers and regions may be
exaggerated for clarity of illustration. It will also be under-
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stood that when an element is referred to as being “on”
another element, it can be directly on the other element, or
intervening elements may also be present. Like reference
numerals refer to like elements throughout.

Active matrix liquid crystal display devices, to which a
thin-film transistor (TFT) may be applied as a switching
device, may use a semiconductor process and thus it is hard
for them to have large area displays. However, the active
matrix liquid crystal display devices are mainly used as dis-
play devices in laptop computers and thus demand therefor
has increased.

Liquid crystal display devices are non-self light emitting
devices and may include a liquid crystal display panel and a
backlight unit. The backlight unit is disposed below the liquid
crystal display panel, and both the backlight unit and liquid
crystal display panel may be adhered to each other by a
double-sided tape.

FIG. 1 illustrates a plan view schematically showing an
optical adhesive film 100, FIG. 2 illustrates a cross-sectional
view of the optical adhesive film 100 of FIG. 1, along a line I-1
of FIG. 1, and FIG. 3 illustrates a cross-sectional view of the
optical adhesive film 100 of FIG. 1, along a line II-II of FIG.
1.

Referring to FIGS. 1 through 3, the optical adhesive film
100 according to an exemplary embodiment may include a
transmission unit 110, a first wing unit 111, a second wing
unit 112, and a third wing unit 113. The optical adhesive film
100 may include first, second, and third light-blocking mem-
bers 1115, 1125, and 1135, first, second, and third reflective
members 111¢, 112¢, and 113 ¢, and an adhesive member 114.

The transmission unit 110 may be disposed on a display
area 10a of a flat display module 10 of FIGS. 4 and 5. The
transmission unit 110 may transmit light emitted from the flat
display module 10. The transmission unit 110 may be formed
of'a material having high light permeability. For example, the
transmission unit 110 may be formed of a material such as at
least one of polyethylene terephthalate (PET), a triacetyl cel-
Iulose (TAC) film, polyethylene (PE), acryl, and polyolefin.

As the transmission unit 110 may be disposed on the dis-
play area 10a of the flat display module 10 of FIG. 4, the
transmission unit 110 may have a shape corresponding to the
shape of the display area 10qa. Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, the
flat display module 10 may be, e.g., square and thus the
transmission unit 110 may also be square so as to correspond
to the display area 10a of the flat display module 10.

The first, second, and third wing units 111, 112, and 113
may be formed to extend from sides 110a, 1105, and 110¢ of
the transmission unit 110, respectively. That is, the first wing
unit 111 may be formed to extend from one side 110a of the
transmission unit 110, the second wing unit 112 may be
formed to extend from the other side 1105 of the transmission
unit 110, and the third wing unit 113 may be formed to extend
from the upper side 110¢ of the transmission unit 110.

The first, second, and third wing units 111, 112, and 113
may be bent from respective sides of the flat display module
10. The first, second, and third wing units 111, 112, and 113
may surround the respective sides of the flat display module
10, and may extend to a portion of the back of the flat display
module 10 so as to cover the back of the flat display module
10. That is, the first wing unit 111 may be bent from one side
110a of the transmission unit 110, cover one side 10c¢ of the
flat display module 10, bent to the back of the flat display
module 10, and cover the portion of the back of the flat display
module 10. The second wing unit 112 may be bent from the
other side 1105 of the transmission unit 110, cover the other
side 104 of the flat display module 10, bent to the back of the
flat display module 10, and cover the portion of the back of the
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4

flat display module 10. The third wing unit 113 may be bent
from the upper side 110c¢ of the transmission unit 110, cover
an upper side 10e of the flat display module 10, bent to the
back of'the flat display module 10, and cover the portion of the
back of the flat display module 10. Widths t1, 12, and t3 of
each of the first, second, and third wing units 111, 112, and
113 may be greater than the thickness, e.g., distance from a
front to a back, of the flat display module 10.

The optical adhesive film 100, according to the exemplary
embodiment, may cover substantially the entire display area
of' the flat display device and the sides and the portion of the
back of the flat display module 10 so that adhesive strength
between elements of the flat display module 10 may be
improved, as will be described in detail below.

The first, second, and third wing units 111, 112, and 113
may include first, second, and third base members 111a,
112a, and 1134, first, second, and third light-blocking mem-
bers 1115, 1125, and 1135, and first, second, and third reflec-
tive members 111¢, 112¢, and 113c¢, respectively.

That is, the first wing unit 111 may include the first base
member 111a, the first light-blocking member 1115 disposed
on, e.g., directly on, the first base member 1114, and the first
reflective member 111¢ disposed on, e.g., directly on, the first
light-blocking member 1114.

The second wing unit 112 may include the second base
member 1124, the second light-blocking member 1125 dis-
posedon, e.g., directly on, the second base member 1124, and
the second reflective member 112¢ disposed on, e.g., directly
on, the second light-blocking member 1125.

The third wing unit 113 may include the third base member
113a, the third light-blocking member 1135 disposed on, e.g.,
directly on, the third base member 1134, the third reflective
member 113¢ disposed on, e.g., directly on, the third light-
blocking member 1135.

The first, second, and third base members 111a, 1124, and
113a may extend from the sides 110a, 1105, and 110c¢ of the
transmission unit 110, respectively. That is, the first base
member 111a may extend from one side 110a of the trans-
mission unit 110. The second base member 112a may extend
from the other side 1105 of the transmission unit 110. The
third base member 113a may be extended from the upper side
110¢ of the transmission unit 110.

The first, second, and third base members 111a, 1124, and
113a may be formed of a material that is same as that of the
transmission unit 110. The first, second, and third base mem-
bers 111a, 1124, and 1134 may be formed of a material such
as at least one of a polyethylene terephthalate (PET), a tri-
acetyl cellulose (TAC) film, a polyethylene (PE), an acryl,
and a polyolefin.

The first, second, and third light-blocking members 1115,
1124, and 1135 may be formed on, e.g., directly on, surfaces
of the first, second, and third base members 111a, 1124, and
113a, respectively. That is, the first light-blocking member
1115 may be formed on the first base member 111a, the
second light-blocking member 1125 may be formed on the
second base member 1124, and the third light-blocking mem-
ber 1135 may be formed on the third base member 113a. The
first, second, and third light-blocking members 1115, 1125,
and 1135 may include paints or pigments that may absorb
light and may be formed by coating the paints or pigments on
surfaces of the first, second, and third base members 111a,
112a, and 113q. The first, second, and third light-blocking
members 1115, 1125, and 1135 may absorb external light
incident onto the sides of the flat display module 10 of FIGS.
4 and 5.

The first, second, and third reflective members 111¢, 112c¢,
and 113¢ may be formed on the first, second, and third light-
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blocking members 1115, 1125, and 1134, respectively. That
is, the first reflective member 111¢ may be formed on the first
light-blocking member 1115, the second reflective member
112¢ may be formed on the second light-blocking member
1124, and the third reflective member 113¢ may be formed on
the third light-blocking member 1135. The first, second, and
third reflective members 111¢, 112¢, and 113¢ may include
paints or pigments that may absorb light and may be formed
by coating the paints or pigments on the first, second, and
third light-blocking members 1115, 1125, and 1135. The first,
second, and third reflective members 111¢, 112¢, and 113¢
may face the flat display module 10. The first, second, and
third reflective members 111¢, 112¢, and 113¢ may reflect
light emitted from the flat display module 10, and may protect
and/or prevent the light from leaking via the sides of the flat
display module 10.

The adhesive member 114 may be disposed to cover one
surface of the transmission unit 110 and the first, second, and
third reflective members 111¢, 112¢, and 113¢. The optical
adhesive film 100 may be adhered to the flat display module
10 by the adhesive member 114. A first surface of the adhesive
member 114 may be directly attached to the flat display
module 10. A second surface of the adhesive member 114 that
opposes the first surface may be directly attached to the trans-
mission unit 110 and the first, second, and third reflective
members 111¢, 112¢, and 113c.

FIG. 4 illustrates an exploded perspective view schemati-
cally showing a flat display device 1000 according to an
exemplary embodiment, and FIG. 5 illustrates a perspective
view schematically showing the flat display device 1000 of
FIG. 4.

Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, the flat display device 1000
includes the flat display module 10 and the optical adhesive
film 100.

The flat display module 10 may be, e.g., a liquid crystal
display device or an organic light emitting display device.

The optical adhesive film 100 may be adhered to a front
surface, e.g., a viewing surface, of the flat display module 10.
The flat display module 10 may include the display area 10a
for displaying an image and a pad area 105 connected to an
external circuit. The transmission unit 110 of the optical
adhesive film 100 may be disposed on the display area 10a of
the flat display module 10, and the first, second, and third
wing units 111, 112, and 113 may surround the sides of the
flat display module 10 and may be adhered to a portion of
back of the flat display module 10. That is, the first wing unit
111 may cover one side 10¢ of the flat display module 10, a
portion of the back of the flat display module 10, and may be
adhered to the flat display module 10. The second wing unit
112 may cover the other side 104 of the flat display module
10, a portion of the back of the flat display module 10, and
may be adhered to the flat display module 10. The third wing
unit 113 may cover the upper side 10e of the flat display
module 10, a portion of the back of the flat display module 10,
and may be adhered to the flat display module 10. The first,
second, and third wing units 111, 112, and 113 may be
adhered to the sides and the back of the flat display module 10
as shown, e.g., in FIGS. 6 through 9.

Since a wing unit may not formed on a lower side 1104 of
the transmission unit 110 and the transmission unit 110 may
be disposed to correspond to the display area 10a of the flat
display module 10, the optical adhesive film 100 may not be
disposed on the pad area 105 of the flat display module 10. As
such the pad area 105 may be substantially exposed by the
optical adhesive film 100.

When the flat display module 10 is a liquid crystal display
device, a double-sided tape may be disposed on the back of a
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6

liquid crystal panel 12 and a front surface of a backlight unit
11 to adhere the liquid crystal panel 12 and the backlight unit
11 to each other. However, according to an exemplary
embodiment, the optical adhesive film 100 may adhere the
display area 10a, i.e., the front surface of the liquid crystal
display module 10, the sides, and the back of the flat display
module 10 by the transmission unit 110 and the first, second,
and third wing units 111, 112, and 113 so that adhesive
strength between the liquid crystal panel 12 and the backlight
unit 11 of the liquid crystal display module 10 may be
improved.

The first, second, and third light-blocking members 1115,
1125, and 1135 and the first, second, and third reflective
members 111¢,112¢, and 113¢ may be stacked on one surface
of the first, second, and third wing units 111, 112, and 113,
respectively. The first, second, and third reflective members
111¢, 112¢, and 113¢ may be disposed to face the flat display
module 10 so that light emitted from the flat display module
10 to the side of the flat display module 10 may be reflected at
the first, second, and third reflective members 111¢,112¢, and
113c¢, respectively. Thus, light may be protected and/or pre-
vented from leaking via the side of the flat display module 10.

Inaddition, the first, second, and third light-blocking mem-
bers 1115, 1125, and 1135 may be interposed between the
first, second, and third reflective members 111¢, 112¢, and
113¢ and the first, second, and third base members 111a,
112a, and 113a, respectively, so that the first, second, and
third light-blocking members 1115, 1125, and 1135 may
protect and/or prevent external light from being incident into
the liquid crystal display module 10.

Since the first, second, and third wing units 111, 112, and
113 may extend to the sides and the portion of the back of the
flat display module 10, the inflowing of foreign substances or
moisture may be minimized, reduced, and/or prevented
through the sides of the flat display module 10.

Referring to FIG. 5, the first, second, and third wing units
111, 112, and 113 may have tapered sides, e.g., angled sides,
so that the corners of the liquid crystal display module 10 may
be substantially exposed by the optical adhesive film 100. For
example, a length of the sides of the first, second, and third
wing units 111,112, and 113 adjacent to the sides 1104, 1105,
and 110c¢ of the transmission unit 110, respectively, may be
longer than a length of the opposing sides of the first, second,
and third wing units 111, 112, and 113.

FIG. 6 illustrates a cross-sectional view of the flat display
device 1000 of FIG. 5, along a line III-III of FIG. 5.

Referring to FIG. 6, the flat display device 1000 according
to the exemplary embodiment may include the flat display
module 10, a reflective sheet 21, a support member 22, and the
optical adhesive film 100.

The flat display module 10 illustrated in FIG. 6 may be any
type of flat display panel, e.g., a liquid crystal display device.
Hereinafter, for ease of explanation, the flat panel display
module will be referred to as the liquid crystal device 10. The
liquid crystal display device 10 may include liquid crystal
panels 10e and 10f; the backlight unit 11, a polarizer 33, a
polarizing film 34, and an adhesive tape 40.

The liquid crystal panels 10e and 10finclude a lower panel
10e and an upper panel 10f. The lower panel 10e may be a
thin-film transistor (TFT) panel on which a TFT is disposed.
The upper panel 10 may be a color filter panel having a color
filter (not illustrated). The polarizing film 34 may be disposed
on the upper panel 10/ and the polarizer 33 may be disposed
below the lower panel 10e.

The backlight unit 11 may include an optical sheet 11q, a
light guide plate 115, and an optical source (not illustrated).
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Thelower and upper panels 10e and 10fand the backlight unit
11 may be adhered to each other by the adhesive tape 40.

The reflective sheet 21 may be disposed below, e.g., on a
surface opposite the lower and upper panels 10e and 10f; the
backlight unit 11. The reflective sheet 21 may reflect light
exiting a lower side of the light guide plate 115 from among
light generated from the optical source (not illustrated). Thus,
the reflective sheet 21 may allow the light to be reflected
toward the liquid crystal panels 10e and 10f

The support member 22 may be disposed below the reflec-
tive sheet 21. The support member 22 may be adhered, e.g.,
directly attached, to the optical adhesive film 100. The sup-
port member 22 may protect against and/or prevents removal
of the reflective sheet 21, which may be generated if the
optical adhesive film 100 were to be directly adhered to the
reflective sheet 21 instead of the support member 22. That is,
the first wing unit 111 of the optical adhesive film 100 may
extend to the back of the liquid crystal display device 10.
Since the optical adhesive film 100 may be adhered to the
liquid crystal display device 10 while the optical adhesive
film 100 surrounds the front surface, sides, and a portion of
the back of the liquid crystal display device 10, when the
reflective sheet 21 is directly adhered to the optical adhesive
film 100, the reflective sheet 21 may come off or may be
distorted. However, according to an exemplary embodiment,
the support member 22 may be disposed at the back of the
reflective sheet 21, the optical adhesive film 100 may be
directly adhered to the support member 22, and the optical
adhesive film 100 may not be directly adhered to the reflective
sheet 21 so that lifting of the reflective sheet 21 may be
reduced and/or prevented. Therefore, the reflective sheet 21
may be spaced apart from the optical adhesive film 100 such
that the optical adhesive film 100 is not directly attached to the
reflective sheet 21.

The support member 22 may be formed of a plastic mate-
rial, e.g., PET.

The transmission unit 110 of the optical adhesive film 100
may be adhered to, e.g., directly adhered to, the polarizing
film 34 disposed on the liquid crystal panels 10e and 10f'by
the adhesive member 114. The first wing unit 111 may extend
from the side of the transmission unit 110 so that the first wing
unit 111 may extend to the side of the liquid crystal display
device 10 and the support member 22 disposed at the back of
the liquid crystal display device 10 and thus may be adhered
to the support member 22.

As such, the optical adhesive film 100 may be adhered to
the liquid crystal display device 10 by covering the front
surface, sides, and the back of the liquid crystal display device
10 and thus may improve adhesive strength between elements
of the liquid crystal display device 10. Also, as described
above, since the support member 22 may be disposed at the
back of the reflective sheet 21 and may be directly adhered to
the optical adhesive film 100, lifting of the reflective sheet 21
may be reduced and/or prevented. In addition, since the opti-
cal adhesive film 100 may cover the front surface, the sides,
and the back of the liquid crystal display device 10, a separate
molding frame for fixing the elements of the liquid crystal
display device 10 may not be needed. Thus, the flat display
module 1000 may be thinned and miniaturized and a manu-
facturing cost thereof may be reduced.

The transmission unit 110 may be adhered throughout the
front surface, e.g., may cover substantially the entire front
viewing surface, of the upper panel 10f. The transmission unit
110 may be formed of, e.g., a material having high visible
light transmittance so that an image emitted through the lig-
uid crystal panels 10e and 10/ may be realized through the
transmission unit 110.
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The first wing unit may include the first base member 111a,
the first light-blocking member 1115, and the first reflective
member 111c. The first base member 111a may be formed to
extend from one side of the transmission unit 110. The first
light-blocking member 1115 and the first reflective member
111¢ may be stacked on the first base member 111a.

The first reflective member 111¢ may face the liquid crystal
display device 10, and may reflect light emitted from the
liquid crystal display device 10. Thus, the first reflective
member 111¢ may reduce and/or prevent the light from leak-
ing to the outside. The first reflective member 111¢ may be
disposed to correspond to the side and the back of the liquid
crystal display device 10.

The first light-blocking member 1115 may be disposed
outside of the first reflective member 111c, e.g., between the
first base member 111a and the first reflective member 111c.
The first light-blocking member 1115 may absorb light inci-
dent from the outside, and reduce and/or prevent external
light from being incident into the liquid crystal display device
10. The first light-blocking member 1115 may be wider, e.g.,
have a greater thickness, than the first reflective member
111c. The first reflective member 111¢ may be disposed on
the first base member 111a to cover the sides and the back of
the liquid crystal display device 10. However, the first light-
blocking member 1115 may be disposed not only on the side
and back of the liquid crystal display device 10 but also on the
front surface of the liquid crystal display device 10.

FIG. 7 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a flat display
device 2000 according to another exemplary embodiment.

The flat display device 2000 illustrated in FIG. 7 is sub-
stantially the same as the flat display device 1000 illustrated
in FIG. 6 in terms of elements. However, in the flat display
device 1000 illustrated in FIG. 6, the reflective sheet 21 and
the support member 22 may be separately manufactured, are
not adhered to each other. The support member 22 may be
disposed at the back of the reflective sheet 21. However, in the
flat display device 2000 illustrated in FIG. 7, a reflective sheet
31 and a support member 32 may be laminated to each other.
That is, the reflective sheet 31 and the support member 32
may be separately manufactured and may be laminated. Also,
the reflective sheet 31 may be formed by adhering a reflective
film in a thin film form on the support member 32 or coating
a reflective material on the support member 32. In this case,
the support member 32 may be thicker than the reflective
sheet 31. A thickness of the support member 32 may be in a
range of about 100 to about 200 um. Without intending to be
bound by this theory, when the thickness of the support mem-
ber 32 is about 100 pm or below, the support member 32, on
which the reflective sheet 31 is formed, may be distorted.
When the thickness of the support member 32 is about 200 um
or below, a thickness of the flat display device 2000 may be
thin.

FIG. 8 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a flat display
device 3000 according to another exemplary embodiment.

The flat display device 3000 illustrated in FIG. 8 may
include the flat display device 1000 of FIG. 6, a double-sided
tape 60, and a frame 50. That is, the flat display device 2000
illustrated in FIG. 7 may include the double-sided tape 60
interposed between the flat display device 1000 of FIG. 6 and
the frame 50, and the flat display device 1000 of FIG. 6 may
be adhered to the frame 50 by the double-sided tape 60.

One surface of the double-sided tape 60 may be adhered to
the support member 22 and the other surface thereof may be
adhered to the frame 50. As the frame 50 may support the
reflective sheet 21, the frame 50 may protect and/or prevent
the reflective sheet 21 from hanging down.
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A thickness t1 of the double-sided tape 60 may be substan-
tially the same as or greater than a thickness t2 of the optical
adhesive film 100. The first wing unit 111 of the optical
adhesive film 100 may extend to the back of the reflective
sheet 21. Thus, when the thickness t1 of the double-sided tape
60 is the same as the thickness t2 of the optical adhesive film
100, the frame 50 may be adhered to the support member 22
and/or reflective sheet 21 without a separate thickness
increase.

FIG. 9 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a flat display
device 4000 according to another exemplary embodiment.

The flat display device 4000 illustrated in FIG. 9 is distin-
guished from the flat display device 1000 of FIG. 6 in that the
polarizing film 34 of FIG. 6 is not formed on the liquid crystal
panels 10e and 10f1n the flat display device 4000, and instead,
apolarized unit 35 is formed on a transparent unit 110, and the
transparent unit 110 and the first, second, and third wing units
111, 112, and 113 are each formed of a retardation film.

The polarized unit 35 may be formed on the transparent
unit 110. The polarized unit 35 may be formed by sequen-
tially stacking a first triacetyl cellulose (TAC) film 354, poly-
vinyl alcohol (PVA) 354, a second TAC film 35¢ on the
transparent unit 110. The transparent unit 110 and the first,
second, and third wing units 111, 112, and 113 may each be
formed of a retardation film and surround the front surface,
the sides, and a portion of the flat display module 10. The
retardation film may be an optical film that is transparent and
easily mass-produced, and may include at least one of, e.g.,
cyclo olefin polymer (COP), cyclo olefin co-polymer (COC),
Polycarbonate (PC), poly ethylene terephthalate (PET),
polypropylene (PP), polysulfone (PSF), poly(methyl meth-
acrylate) (PMMA), and the like. In particular, the retardation
film may include COP or COC.

According to one or more exemplary embodiments, the
optical adhesive film 110 may be adhered to the front surface
of'the flat display module and the sides and the back of the flat
display module so that adhesive strength between elements of
the flat display module may be improved. Also, the optical
adhesive film may be adhered to the support member, instead
of a reflective plate, and thus the reflective plate may be
protected and/or prevented from being distorted.

Regarding the different types of flat panel display devices,
the structures and manufacturing process of PDPs may be
simple. As such, the PDPs have been highlighted as display
devices that easily have large area displays. However, the
PDPs have also been described as having low luminous effi-
ciency and brightness and as having high power consumption.

EL display devices may be classified into inorganic EL
display devices and organic EL display devices. The EL dis-
play devices have been characterized as including self-lumi-
nous elements that have rapid response speeds, high luminous
efficiency, brightness, and large viewing angles. From among
the EL display devices, organic light-emitting diode display
devices, which use organic light-emitting diodes as EL ele-
ments using organic materials, have been characterized as
having low direct current driving voltage, as being easily
thinned, as emitting light uniformly, as being easily patterned,
as having high luminous efficiency, and as emitting all colors
in the visible range. Thus, the organic light-emitting diode
display devices have been widely studied for application to
display devices.

Such organic light-emitting diode display devices may be
classified into a bottom-emission type display device and a
top-emission type display device according to a direction of
emitting light. Also, the organic light-emitting diode display
devices may be classified into passive matrix organic emitting
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10
light diode (PMOLED) display devices and active matrix
organic emitting diode (AMOLED) display devices accord-
ing to a driving method.

By way of summation and review, embodiments relate to
flat display devices, which include the self light emitting and
the non-self light emitting display devices, that include an
optical adhesive film. The flat display device including the
optical adhesive film may have improved adhesive strength
between panels in the flat display device and the optical
adhesive film may protect and/or prevent a reflector from
being distorted.

Exemplary embodiments have been disclosed herein, and
although specific terms are employed, they are used and are to
be interpreted in a generic and descriptive sense only and not
for purpose of limitation. Accordingly, it will be understood
by those of ordinary skill in the art that various changes in
form and details may be made without departing from the
spirit and scope of the present invention as set forth in the
following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A flat display device, comprising:

a flat display module that produces an image and includes
a backlight and a liquid crystal panel;

areflective sheet at arear side of the flat display module, the
backlight interposed between the reflective sheet and the
liquid crystal panel, the reflective sheet not being trans-
missive;

a support overlapping the reflective sheet, the reflective
sheet interposed between the flat display module and the
support;

an optical adhesive film adhered to a front surface of the flat
display module, to sides of the flat display module, and
to at least a portion of a back of the support that is
opposite the reflective sheet, the optical adhesive film
covering substantially the entire front surface, wherein
the image is to be produced on the front surface of the flat
display module and is to be emitted through the optical
adhesive film, the optical adhesive film being transmis-
sive to the image, and wherein the optical adhesive film
is in direct contact with the support, the support is
between the optical adhesive film and the reflective
sheet, and the support is at least partially separated from
the reflective sheet by a gap.

2. The flat display device of claim 1, wherein the reflective
sheet includes a material that reflects light to be generated
from the flat display module in a direction towards the optical
adhesive film.

3. The flat display device of claim 1, wherein the support
includes plastic.

4. The flat display device of claim 1, wherein the gap
protects against removal of the reflective sheet when the
optical adhesive film is removed.

5. The flat display device of claim 1, wherein the optical
adhesive film includes:

atransmission area overlapping the front surface of the flat
display module for transmitting the image;

a wing area extended from the transmission area to cover
the sides and the portion of the back of the support; and

an adhesive covering the transmission area and a front
surface of the wing area, the adhesive adhering the flat
display module, the transmission area, and the wing
area.

6. The flat display device of claim 5, wherein the transmis-

sion area transmits light emitted from the flat display module.
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7. The flat display device of claim 6, wherein the transmis-
sion area includes one of polyethylene terephthalate (PET), a
triacetyl cellulose (TAC) film, a polyethylene (PE), an acryl,
or a polyolefin.

8. The flat display device of claim 5, wherein the transmis-
sion area has a size substantially equal to or greater than a
display area for displaying the image on the flat display mod-
ule.

9. The flat display device of claim 5, wherein the wing area
has a thickness greater than a thickness of the flat display
module.

10. The flat display device of claim 5, wherein the wing
area covers one side of the flat display module and the portion
of'the back of the support that is opposite the reflective sheet.

11. The flat display device of claim 5, wherein the wing
area includes:

a base extending from one side of the transmission area;

a light-blocking region on the base; and

a reflective region on the light-blocking region.

12. The flat display device of claim 11, wherein the base is
integrally formed with the transmission area as a single con-
tinuous body.

13. The flat display device of claim 12, wherein the base
includes at least one of polyethylene terephthalate (PET), a
triacetyl cellulose (TAC) film, a polyethylene (PE), an acryl,
or a polyolefin.

14. The flat display device of claim 11, wherein the light-
blocking region absorbs external light incident through the
base.

15. The flat display device of claim 14, wherein the light-
blocking region includes a paint or a pigment that may absorb
visible light.

16. The flat display device of claim 11, wherein the light-
blocking region has a size larger than or substantially equal to
a size of the reflective region.
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17. The flat display device of claim 11, wherein the light-
blocking region entirely overlaps the wing area and a portion
of the transmission area.

18. The flat display device of claim 11, wherein the reflec-
tive region reflects light emitted from the flat display device
and protects the light from leaking.

19. The flat display device of claim 18, wherein the reflec-
tive region includes a paint or a pigment that reflects the light.

20. The flat display device of claim 1, wherein the flat
display module includes a polarizer in a stack that includes
the backlight and the liquid crystal panel.

21. The flatdisplay device of claim 1, wherein the reflective
sheet and the support are separately formed and are lami-
nated.

22. The flat display device of claim 1, wherein the support
has a thickness greater than a thickness of the reflective sheet.

23. The flatdisplay device of claim 1, wherein the reflective
sheet includes a reflective material coated on the support.

24. The flatdisplay device of claim 1, wherein the reflective
sheet includes a reflective film adhered to the support.

25. The flat display device of claim 5, wherein the trans-
mission area and the wing area includes a retardation film.

26. The flat display device of claim 25, wherein a polariz-
ing material is on the transmission area.

27. The flat display device of claim 26, wherein the polar-
izing material includes a TAC film, a polyvinyl alcohol
(PVA), and a TAC film sequentially stacked on the transmis-
sion area.

28. The flat display device of claim 1, wherein support does
not have bending portions.

29. The flat display device of claim 1, wherein the optical
adhesive film directly contacts the support.

#* #* #* #* #*



